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Here he narrowly escaped death when one of his cannon burst.1 On the
ist October, he took Sangan by assault and put all the inhabitants to the-
sword because they had feigned submission some days before and had then
reopened hostilities. News was then received that 7,000 to 8,000-
Abdali Afghans from Herat had reached Niazabad, in order to assist
the inhabitants of Sangan. Nadir at once marched off to meet these-
Afghans, whom he encountered near Sangan. Knowing that his troops,
were inexperienced and that the many defeats which the Afghans had
inflicted upon the Persians had caused the latter greatly to fear them>
he did not risk an open battle. Instead, he placed tie bulk of his men in
trenches while he, at the head of 500 trained cavalry, made a series of
attacks upon the Afghans. Although the troops in the trenches wished
to take part in the fighting, Nadir refused them permission. After four
days of fighting and skirmishing, the Afghans " exchanged fight for
flight,"8 and retired towards Herat. Nadir, still feeling the need of caution
because of the inexperience of his troops, refrained from pursuit, and re-
turned to Mashhad. The time had not yet come for a real trial of strength
with the formidable Abdalis.
Relations between Tahmasp and Nadir continued to be strained,.,
the former's ministers seeking every opportunity to discredit the successful-:
newcomer. Tahmasp is said to have urged Nadir repeatedly to march,
direct on Isfahan, but he always replied that it would be most imprudent :
to do so until the Abdalis of Herat, who were so near at hand, were-
subdued.3
It was at length agreed that Nadir and Tahmasp, starting respectively-
from Mashhad and Nishapur, should meet at Sultanabad (Turshiz), and
march on Herat with their combined forces.    Tahmasp, however, having -
been persuaded by his advisers not to co-operate, informed Nadir that
he would go to Mazandaran, and requested him to lead the troops against-
the Abdalis.   Nadir agreed, and duly set out; however, on discovering-
that his enemies among the ministers and nobles were sowing disaffection
in the army, he abandoned his advance on Herat and returned to Mashhad.* •
Shortly afterwards, an Abdali raid on the Biarjumand district (E.S.E.
of Shahrud) caused him to hasten from Mashhad, in the hope of inter-
cepting the Afghans.   On reaching Qadamgah he heard that Tahmasp.
was attacking the Bughairi Turks, who were friendly to him.   Nadir-
appealed to Tahmasp to desist and to co-operate with him against the-
1 T.N., p. 47.
• Ibid., p. 48.   There is a play upon, words in the Persian text which I have attempted to repro--
duce; the original reads: frafb-ra bi-harb badal sakhta.
1 Ibid, p. 49.
«2.r.,fol.2i3(b).

